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During the upheaval of the closing days of the Tokugawa Shogunate there was a man who from the beginning kept his eyes open on
advancing Japan in the world. He was Godal Tomoatsu.
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During the upheaval of the closing days of the Tokugawa Shogunate there was a man who from the beginning kept his eyes open on
advancing Japan in the world. He was Godai Tomoatsu.

Godai was born in 1835 at Jogatani, Nagata-cho, as the second son of a Confucianist. He was called Saisuke when he was young. From childhood,
he had shown much interest in world affairs, doing such unusual things (in that era) as copying a world map and working on a terrestrial globe.
In 1857 he went to study in Nagasaki, and in 1862 he was ordered by the Satsuma Clan to travel to Shanghai, where he bought a German
steamboat and took over as its captain. He voyaged China on the Chitosemaru.

During the Anglo-Satsuma War, he was held in England as a prisoner of war. Having been in England during the conflict, for a while he was
suspected by some of having betrayed his homeland and had to go into hiding. After being allowed to return to Satsuma, he proposed a plan
for building up "A rich country with a strong army" to the government.

In 1865, he led students from Satsuma (modern day Kagoshima) to England, where he made every effort to purchase steamships and spinning
mills. After returning from England, he became a Konando magistrate, being in charge of various important duties for the Lord.Godai was
deeply involved with naval matters, and in Nagasaki he supervised the construction of the first modem Japanese navy yard.

Due to his remarkable achievments during the Meiji Restoration, he was appointed as a consultant to the Cabinet of the new Imperial
Government. However, he later resigned his post and moved into the business world.

In 1878, Godai Tomoatsu established a stock exchange and a commercial code assembly hall. becoming the chairman of these organizations.
Untill he died of illness in 1885 at the age of 49 he devoted his life to the development of Osaka, commercial city. He is buried at Abeno

Cemetery in Osaka.
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